Rio Arriba County Commission
Resolution Opposing
Uranium Development

Rio Arriba County Commission Meeting — Thursday,
April 23 and Upper Chama Soil & Water Conservation
Meeting — Tuesday, April 21st.
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RESOLUTION 2026-057
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING URANIUM EXPLORATION AND POTENTIAL MINING
ACTIVITIES IN THE CARSON NATIONAL FOREST AND REQUESTING AFULL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND ROBUST PUBLIC AND TRIBAL
CONSULTATION

WHEREAS, the Carson National Forest 15 located within Rio Arnba County and contams the
headwaters of the Rio Chama watershed, which supplies drimking water, imgzation water, and
ecological resources to commumities throughout northem New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, dxeRmChamaxsaptmmpaltributzr) of the Rio Grande, andthequa.ln} and quantity
of water origmating m the Carson National Forest directly affect acequia systems, shallow
domestic wells, agncultural operations, tribal commmities, and downstream users; and

WHEREAS, acequia systems and traditional agricultural practices in Rio Amba County depend
upon clean and reliable surface and groundwater resources, which constitute critical water
infrastructure essantial to the County’s economy, culture, and public health; and

WHEREAS, Gamma Resources Ltd has proposed uranium exploration activities within the

Carson National Forest, mcludmg exploratory drilling and potential expanzion mto deeper
extraction activities; and

WHEREAS, uranium exploration and muning activities present a rizk of long-term contammation
of gzroundwater and surface water resources, with impacts that may persist for decades and extend
bevond the mmediate project area; and

WHEREAS, the region haz a documented history of uwranium-related envirommental impacts,
inchuding legacy contammation and faderally conducted activities such as Project Gasbuggy.
demonstrating the long-term risks aszociated with subsurface disturbance and radioactive
matenials; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, § 4-37-1, Rio Amba County 1s authorized to adopt
measures necessary and proper to provide for the safety, preserve the health and promote the
welfare of its residents; and

WHEREAS, the Rio Amba County Board of County Commuissioners finds that protection of the
Rio Chama watershed, acequia systems, shallow wells, and associated cultural and agricultural
resources 1s necessary to safeguard public health safaty, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the County recognizas that permitting decizions for activities on faderal lands are
within the jurisdiction of the Umted States Forest Service and other federal agencies, but the
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County retams a strong interest in participating in environmental review processes and advocating
for the protection of local rezources; and

WHEREAS, members of New Mexico's congreszional delegation, including Martm Hemrich,
Ben Ray Lujan, and Tereza Leger Farnandez, have expressed opposition to uranium exploration
in the Carzon National Forest and have called for a full environmental review of the propozed
project; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that early and meanmgful consultation
with local govemments, acequia associations, tribal govemments, and affectad commmmities iz
easential to any faderal environmental review process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF RIO ARRIBA COUNTY:

1. Opposzition. The Board of County Commussioners formally opposes uramum exploration,
drilling, and potential mming activities within the Carson National Forest and the headwaters
of the Rio Chama watershed due to the substantial risks pozad to water resources, public health,
agriculture, and cultural traditions.

3]

Request for Environmental Impact Statement. The Board of County Commissioners
formally requests that the Umted States Forest Service require a full Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for any propozad uranimm
exploration or related activities m the Carson National Forest based on the potential for
significant environmental impacts.

3. Bazeline Data and Cumulative Impact Analysis. The Board of County Commissioners
requests that any emvironmental review mmclide comprehensive baselme groundwater and
surface water quality data, amalyziz of cummlative mmpacts meludmgz legacy uranium
contamination, and evaluation of impacts to acequa systems, shallow domestic wells, springs,
riparian areas, and downstream users of the Rio Grande.

4. Public and Tribal Consultation. The Board of County Commissioners requests robust and
early consultation. including govemment-to-govemment consultation with tribal nations,
engagement with acequia associations and land grants, and public mestings within affected
communities m Rio Amba County.

5. Administration. The County Manager and appropriate County departments are directed to
participate in zall available federal and state review processes, coordmate with tribal
govemments and relevant agencies, and develop findings and technical mformation to support
protection of County water resources and mfrastructure.

6. Tranzmission. The County Manager 1z directed to transmit this Rezolution to the Unitad States
Forest Service, New Mexico's congressional delegation, the Office of the Govemor, and
relevant state agencies.
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APPROVED, ADOPTED AND RESOLVED ON THIS 23 DAY OF APRIL 2026.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RIO ARRIBA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Moizes A. Morales, Jr. For/Against
Chairman, District ITI
Alex M. Naranjo For/Against

Commizsioner, District IT

Brandon M. Buztos For/Azainst
Commizsioner, District ITI

ATTEST:

Sarah Archuleta
Rio Arriba County Clerk
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